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April 16 - 20
Week of the Young Child
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Dear Parents and Guardians 

This is a particularly big week for our district. While we eagerly await 
the many celebrations of our youngest learners for The Week of the 
Young Child, we are also supporting our elementary school students 
as they began PARCC Testing today. First and foremost, please join 
me in wishing our students the best of luck on their upcoming weeks 
of exams. 

Before we can look ahead to what this week will bring, there are a 
number of events and news from the last week that I’d like to share 
with you. 

First, I am thrilled to welcome our Hoboken High School students 
who participated in the most recent Classrooms Without Walls 
Program Trip back from their journey to Italy! I want to thank all of our 
staff members and volunteers who made this opportunity possible. 
Of course, I must mention our students. Each represented Hoboken 
High School with the utmost grace while abroad. You can find more 
information about their trip below, and you can follow this link to 
find a collection of photos and videos! https://photos.app.goo.gl/
VLemyu4ijcJSz2ef1

As you may remember from the last edition of The Herald, we had 
a group of Hoboken High School students attend the Fifth Annual 
Girls in Technology Symposium at Hudson County Community 
College on Thursday, March 29. This symposium helps to deliver 
information about careers and opportunities in the technology field 
to female students. I am proud to announce that our students won 
the Student Display contest for their work on Diabetes Treatments! 
Congratulations to sophomores Gabriellis Delvalle, Emily Schroeder, 
Gabriella D’Antonio, and Kaylee Olivieri on their hard work. 

I would also be remiss if I did not proudly mention Ms. Amin and her 
AP Chemistry students who travelled to St. Louis to compete in the 
National Chemistry Tournament at Washington University. For their 
first time competing in this rigorous event, Hoboken High School 
finished strong!

I’d like to thank Connors School Artist-in-Residence Ms. Sherry Shine 
for once again sharing her work, knowledge and experiences with 
us on April 11th! Ms. Shine is a fiber artist, specializing in hand-cut, 
stitched, fused and hand-painted quilts. Her work is exhibited across 
the country in galleries, colleges, and museums. I know I speak on 
behalf of all our students and staff when I say how lucky we are to 
have welcomed her in to our school community once again.

Please join me in congratulating Ms. Danielle Miller and the Hoboken 
High School Theater Department once again, for their recent feature 
in Entertainment Weekly! You can view the article here and photos 
from the play here.

I also would like to congratulate our Hoboken High School Athletic 
Trainer, Mr. Gerard Friedman on his selection as a guest lecturer at 
the Annual Athletic Training Education Program, held at Montclair 
State University last Friday. Mr. Friedman’s presentation was titled 
“How to Improve Mobility & Reduce Pain Using Autonomics and 
the Infrasternal Angle.” We are all very proud of Gerard and lucky to 
have an athletic trainer of his ability on our staff.  Congratulations also 
goes out to Ms. Marie Monblatt, district teacher of music and strings. 
Ms. Monblatt was invited to serve as a guest lecturer at Catholic 
University in Washington, D.C. She took time to discuss her work 
on the Professional Learning Communities taking place at Calabro 
Elementary School.

On Saturday, we had a record three teams from our district competing 
in the NJSBA STEAM Tank Challenge Regional Finals at NJIT! Second 
graders Pria Wolsky, Isabella Roach, Rajan Grover, Erik Jacobson, and 
Cameron Daly put their reusable notebook “R Notebook” on display. 
Also advancing are 5th graders Beatrice Olney, Kayla Koines, GG Fink, 
Paz De La Torre, and Annelien Schissler with their concept “Hi Lo 
Heels,” an interchangeable high heel complete with a biodegradable 
shoebox. Finally, we have our Calabro Team, 5th grader Madeline 
French and 4th graders Emily Cho-Sayegh, Jayden Derby, Mia 
Bezalel, and Frank (Lucca) D’Angelis, and their Eco-Workout Invention 
to store and save electricity while exercising! We are so proud of all 
your hardwork and we look forward to receiving the results of the 
competition!

Yesterday, I had the honor of attending a wonderful joint PTO event 
held at Hoboken High School.  The sold out event featured the 
Harlem Wizards pitted against our mighty staff! I want to thank all of 
our PTO’s for coming together and organizing this wonderful day, the 
Hoboken Fire and Police Departments for their unwavering support, 
our parent and community volunteers for making it all possible, our 
staff and students for making it such a fun night, and of course every 
single member of the sold-out crowd! It was truly a magical afternoon. 
Check out our social media pages for more footage!

Now, I’d like to extend some important reminders and updates:

On behalf of Mr. Della Fave, I am pleased to share some updates 
for our Gifted and Talented program. All of the updated information 
including testing dates, student identification processes, and the new 
enrichment strands for the 2018-2019 school year can be found on 
our website at: https://goo.gl/gW7wWG

Our highly-anticipated Summer Theater Camp will be held once again 
this year, and I’m happy to share that all of our information packets 
and registration documents can be found online here: https://goo.gl/
BprNvf

On behalf of Dr. Davis and Hoboken Middle School, I’d like to invite 
our Hoboken Middle School parents to our Pastries with the Principal 
Event, to be held at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, April 18 and also to 
the Parent Advisory Committee Meeting to be held at 6:00 PM on 
Wednesday Evening.

The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration hosted by the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children celebrating 
early learning, young children, their teachers, and families. This 
year’s celebration will last from April 16-20th and will include Music 
Monday!, Tasty Tuesday, Work Together Wednesday, Artsy Thursday, 
and Family Friday! I know I speak for all of us when I say that I can’t 
wait to see how our brilliant young learners celebrate this year.

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

College and Career Readiness

The Hoboken Public School District is committed to providing 
a solid framework for all students to be successful in their 
chosen path after graduation. The vision of a Hoboken High 
School graduate identi es the knowledge, skills, readiness and 
dispositions our students should have in order to be ready to 
effectively navigate college, career and future opportunities. 
This solid foundation has positively in uenced our students 
to undertake and take on the challenges that will globally in 
uence their futures.

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education 
after high school. There are, however, many different ways to 
pursue a post-secondary education and each have a value 
in the current and projected economy. Finding the right fit 
for each student is critical to ensure that they make a wise 
investment and are adequately prepared to be successful.

Click here to find out more about our College & Career Readiness programming, including all of
our exciting Summer Learning Opportunities.

STEAM Tank Challenge

On Saturday, we had a record three teams from our district competing in the NJSBA STEAM Tank 
Challenge Regional Finals at NJIT! Second graders Pria Wolsky, Isabella Roach, Rajan Grover, Erik 
Jacobson, and Cameron Daly put their reusable notebook “R Notebook” on display. Also advancing 
are 5th graders Beatrice Olney, Kayla Koines, GG Fink, Paz De La Torre, and Annelien Schissler 
with their concept “Hi Lo Heels,” an interchangeable high heel complete with a biodegradable 
shoebox. Finally, we have our Calabro Team, 5th grader Madeline French and 4th graders Emily 
Cho-Sayegh, Jayden Derby, Mia Bezalel, and Frank (Lucca) D’Angelis, and their Eco-Workout 
Invention to store and save electricity while exercising! 

In each region, 15 elementary school (grades K-6), 15 middle school (grades 7-8), and 15 high 
school (grades 9-12) teams will face off against each other.  From there, 6 winners from each 
grade bracket in each region—54 in total— will advance and compete at the STEAM Tank finals 
to be held October 23rd and 24th during the Annual Workshop conference at the Atlantic City 
Convention Center. Winners will be announced at the NJEA Convention in November, 2018.

We hope to have the results of the Regional Competition by the end of this week. We are so proud 
of all our students’ hardwork and we look forward to receiving the results of the competition!

``

Early Childhood Education
Our classrooms are ready to celebrate the Week of 
the Young Child! The Week of the Young Child is 
an annual celebration sponsored by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC).  NAEYC is the world’s largest early 
childhood education association with thousands of 
members across all 50 states.  Next week, April 16-
20th, we will be raising awareness of the needs of 
young children and their families while recognizing 
the early childhood programs around the country 
that service those needs.  The Hoboken Early 
Childhood program is proud to be aligned to NAEYC 
and hopes you will help your child participate in the 
spirit days your classroom has shared.  In addition, 
there will be a lot of volunteer opportunities for 
families to come in and do crafts, read or just join 
the fun.  Please reach out to your classroom teacher 
for volunteer opportunities or for more information 
about the week’s activities.  For more information 
about NAEYC and the Week of the Young Child, 
please visit the NAEYC website.

``

Classrooms Without Walls 2018 - Italy 
by Mrs. Geidy Delarosa - - - Click here for a full photo album

The beginning of our journey! We landed in Milan, Italy.

Day 1- We meet at HHS and departed together to EWR to embark on a true journey of a lifetime!  
We departed from North America on our flight to Europe. When we arrived, we meet our tour 
director and drove to Verona to see Juliette’s Balcony and to explore the amazing city. We saw the 
amazing Arena Di Verona.

Day 2- Venice

We had to take a water taxi to get to Venice.  
There we enjoyed a guided walking tour of this 
unique pedestrian city. The walk covered some 
areas around St. Mark’s and ends in the square. 
We visited the Doges’ Palace, the Museo Correr 
and the Archeological Museum.  We saw a glass 
blowing demonstration in Venice.  We learned 
the history and tradition of Venetian glass. We 
enjoyed a gondola ride around Venice and free 
time to explore the city.  

Day 4- Bologna

We visited Bologna and had a great lunch stop in Bologna, one of the food capitals of the world 
(they invented lasagna, tortellini and more). Bologna is a beautiful city with a magic of its own, is 
hosts the oldest university in the world, which is still nowadays one of the most popular in Italy.  

Day 5- Florence

We had a guided tour of Florence and free time 
to explore.  We learned so much about this 
amazing city. Our favorite city was Florence! We 
have a guided walking tour of area around the 
Leaning tower including entry into the Cathedral 
and Baptistery

Day 6- Assisi

We visited the spiritual city of Assisi.  It was an incredible sacred place was the peace and harmony 
of it all was breathtaking. We had the best-guided tour yet including a visit to the Basilica of St. 
Francis and learned about the devotion of St. Francis and how he began his religious order.

Day 7- Pompeii

We visited Pompeii and saw and incredible city frozen in time. We were able to appreciate the daily 
life of the people who life in Pompeii and how surprise they were by the eruption of the volcano.  
We had an amazing lunch in an authentic Restaurant were we ate the best pizza.  

Day 8- Capri

We got up very early to take a Ferry to Capri.  We were able to take a cruise of the famous island 
many rich and famous people have villas and vacation.  It was a fascinating sightseeing tour of is 
incredible place with so much history and beauty.  After our fascinating cruise, we had a guided 
tour across the island to the “Garden of Augustus” where we enjoyed great views down on the 
Faragliori Rocks.  

Day 9- Rome

It is with a biter sweet taste that we began to say our goodbyes to this astonishing country. We 
spent our last day in Rome.  We went on a guided tour of the Vatican. The tour included a walk 
through the Vatican Museums to reach the Sistine Chapel at the end and we visited St. Peter’s 
Basilica. Also, we visited Colosseum and enjoyed an incredible guided tour of this magnificent 
arena.  Then we had a self-guided tour of the Spanish Steps, Trevi Fountain, Piazza Navona and the 
Pantheon. We had an extraordinary tour and learned magnificent things about Italy, the values of 
the people and their way of life.

Weekly Highlights

Proud school district rooting our 
students on at the STEAM TANK 
competition held at NJIT and 
sponsored by NJSBA and the US Army. 
Speical thanks to teachers Mrs. Eakin 
and Mrs. Vallejo-Rodriguez! Way to go!

Theater arts in the Hoboken Public 
School District! Wonderful performance 
by Ms. Traina and her students  
at  Wallace Elementary School...
commitment to arts integration!

Intro to Engineering & Computer 
Science Essentials will be new 
graduation requirements at Hoboken 
High School for 9th & 10th grade 
students. Giving ALL students equal 
access to both #PLTW Pathways!
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